1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8 


VIA TELBEC 
STATEMENT ISSUED TONIGHT BY GRAHAM MARTIN, ACTING RECTOR. 


MONTREAL, March 3, 1982 -- The Minister of Education, Mr. Camille 
Laurin, has announced today that Concordia University and UQAM will 
receive supplementary operating funds for 1981-82. In Concordia's 
case, $2.4 million will be granted shortly and this amount will be 
awarded on an ongoing basis into future years. 


We are pleased the minister has responded favorably to at least part 
of repeated demands for proper and equitable .financial Support for 
Quebec's two lowest funded institutions of higher education. 


For Concordia, the relief, albeit modest, is particularly welcome. 

We began this fiscal year last June with an accumulated deficit of 
$4.5 million, and this figure is likely to climb to at least $5: 
milliom by the end of May, this, despite the fact we trimmed $3.4 
million with difficulty from the 1981-82 budget. Thus, the new 

money should help alleviate our financial crisis; it is obviously not 
enough however to balance our budget now or in the immediate future. 
The minister, in his announcement, has acknowledged this fact. 


The minister's statements are a forceful commitment to Concordia and 
and expression of belief in its future as a viable and efficient part 
of the university network in Quebec. We believe it is also a positive 
statement in favour of accessibility to higher education. 


We know the government is contemplating changes in the methods of 
financing universities so as to erase many of the inequities inherent 
in the current system. We urge this action be persued as part of the 
long-term solution to many of the difficulties confronting the univer- 
sities, and particularly Concordia. 
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